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t-T, present in the air,” he explains, “alightmight go on, or a sound 
alarm given.” 

t I asked Mr. Falconer about the size and shape of the instru- 

j,--' merit. “Well,” he said with a smile on his lips, “its weight 

, j , is close to 75 pounds, and at this stage, it can be carried by 

l,\: two men. As you can see, it is the size of a two-suiter suitcase. 

. It will be designed to run on batteries.” 

• , . It is hoped that once the alarm system is perfected, these de- 
tectors can be set up geographically, for instance, in a war 
zone, ahead of the troops. As a mass of air carrying the bac- 
teria heads in the direction of the troops, the detectors will be 
^ - the first to be touched by the dangerous air, and will sound the 
alarm. Detectors will also be utilized around cities in the same 
way, but no doubt, by that time, they will be more reliable in 
their response. 

“You see,” says Falconer, “in a biological attack there isn’t 
any smell, there isn’t any taste, and you can’t even feel it hap- 
pening to you. You won’t have any indication in the least that 
you are being subjected to an attack, unless, of course, you 
have a detector that can sound the alarm. Unlike the ABM pro- 
gram, our alarm is a passive alarm. It will not send up any 
missile to confront the oncoming missile that’s in the air. Of 
course, what we have high hopes for in the future is being able 
to have the detector not only give a warning, but also be able 
to tells us what agents in particular it is giving us a warning 
about.” 

Dr. Benjamin Warshowsky, who is the systems manager for 
this project, comes in and explains how the system will work. 
“At this time,” he says seriously, “we have highly trained 
scientists and technicians working on the alarm. They are 
trying to find a way of doing reliabily in minutes what would 
otherwise take hours, days and maybe even weeks to do.” 
“You realize,” says Falconer quietly, “that virtually thetotal 
knowledge of biological warfare and defense in the United States 
today is concentrated here at Detrick.” 

“May I see the alarm you are working on?” I ask, feeling 
more certain that I would not be allowed to. I was quite sur- 
prised to hear that I could. Doctor Warshowsky offered to take 



me over to the lab, where the alarm system was being worked 
upon. 

Indeed, like Mr. Falconer had said, the alarm did look exact- 
ly like a plastic two-suiter suitcase and it had a handle. The 
instrument itself was connected to a square plastic cage in which 
various bacteria and viruses, during an experiment, are re- 
leased so that the alarm could pick out of tiie air the high con- 
centration that might be in it. The air is literally pulled into the 
machine, much like a vacuum cleaner sucks in air, the the bac- 
teria or virus are then incorporated into a liquid form, then 
drops down inside the system. 

Should there be a high concentration of harmful bacteria in 
the air, there will be a chemical reaction inside the machine, 
which causes the production of a measureable amount of light. 

It is this illumination which finally sets off the alarm system, 
while at the same time, there is an electronic device, similar 
to those we see used on cardiograph machines, which also 
registers the presence of a high concentration of harmful bac- 
teria by causing the arm to zig zag frantically across the 
graph sheets. 

“How near are you to completion?” I asked Doctor Warshow- 
sky. 

He shruggs his shoulders. “You’re looking at the results of 
a lot of mistakes, a lot of failures, and a few successes. We 
don’t know at this time how much further we will have to go 
yet.” 

It is baffling to these scientists and researchersand directors 
that there is apparently Congressional consideration of abandon- 
ing biological warfare research while continuing chemical war- 
fare research, on the grounds that the latter is a more tacti- 
cally useful system, as Congressman Richard McCarthy has 
said. These men feel that the importance of their work to the 
national defense posture is not fully recognized, and there can 
be little question that morale has been ’ shaken to a degree. 

As Charles L. Crum, Deputy Director of Analytical Sciences 
Directorate, has said tome, “We have the top scientists in Amer- 
ica today working here at Detrick. Yet, there was a news release 
recently which stated that a recent Nobel Prize winning scient- 
ist said that the scientists who worked here at Detrick were 
not competent. Later, another version of his remarks came out. \ 
What he had apparently said was that we were ‘frighteningly j 
competent.’ But no one ever specifically, retracted that first re- 
mark. Things are difficult enough for us as it is. We are sus- 
pect, and we have difficulties in being able to exchange knowledge 
with other scientists elsewhere in America or in the world. 
There are many who are reluctant to talk with us because they 
are afraid of getting mixed up in classified information.” 

After leaving Detrick that particular day, the words of Mr. 
Donald Falconer haunted me. “Virtually the total knowledge 
of biological warfare and defense in the United. States today is 
concentrated here at Fort Detrick.” 

Yet, there is apparently some possibility of the biological war- 
fare research program being closed down. If Detrick is closed 
down, and bacteriological warfare research abandoned inAmeri- j 
ca, there is certainly every possibility that the alarm system 
that is currently being developed there will go down the drain, 
together with the rest of the program. 

Can we realistically afford this loss,- 1 wonder? Can a prudent 
nation do that to itself in today’ s world?- 

(Part IV, The Reality and Defense Against Biological War- 
fare, will appear on Nov. 13.) 




